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Supplemental Amendment 



The stenfpf claim 54 wherein the first interconnecting elements ar£ linear. 
iL, ^(New) The stent of claim 5<whereiri the first and second undulating band«-like elements 

a^fcharacterized by different amplitiictes. 
1^] ^^(New) stent of claim^S^wherein the first path length is longer than the second path 

length. ^ 
1 1 /!$tN ew ) Th e $ tent of claim^wherein the first amplitude is equal to the second amplitude 
arvd the first wavelength is equal to the second wavelength.— 



REMARKS 

This supplemental amendment is submitted in response to the Office Action dated 
Ji, ly 3 1, 2000;, in response to the Communication transmitted June 25, 2001 and iri response to a 
te ^conference with the Examiner on July 20, 2001 . In the teleconference, the Examiner called to 
A jplicant's attention US 5,91 1,754, US 5,938,697, US 6, 017,365 and US 5,855,600. 

Applicant has amended the specification to indicate that the parent ' application is 
a :ontinuation«in-Paxt of Application No. 08/396,569, filed March 1, 1995, Applicant has 
ar lended claim 39 to recite that the stent has a proximal end and a distal end and a longitudinal 
a:< is and that each undulating band-like element of the stent extends about the longitudinal axis. 
Tl te claim has also been amended to recite that the plurality of undulating band-like elements 
e:« tends from the proximal end of the stent to the distal end of the stent and that adjacent 
u; .dulating band-like elements are separated by gaps which are shorter in longitudinal length than 
tli * undulating band-like elements. The claim has been further amended to recite |hat the number 
oil peaks on the first undulating band-like element exceeds the number of first interconnecting 
el iments and that the number of peaks on the second undulating band-like elemenjt exceeds the 

n, imber of second interconnecting elements. The remaining amendments to the c^aim have been 

i 

ni ade solely to improve the readability of the claim and do not narrow the scope of the claim. 
C aim 46 has been amended to recite that the stent has a longitudinal axis and thatj each 
u: idulating band-like element of the stent extends about the longitudinal axis. The ? remaining 
ar aendments to the claim have been made solely to improve the readability of the £laims« Claim 
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4'! 1 has been amended to comport with the language of claim 46. 

Claims 40, 41 and 45-47 have been amended solely to improve theireadability of 
th j claims. The amendments do not narrow the scope of the claims. 

Claim 50 has been amended to recite that the stent has a longitudin|d axis and that 
eti :h undulating band-like element extends about the longitudinal axis. Claim 50 also has been 
aii tended to recite that undulating band-like elements which are adjacent one another are 
se >arated by a gap which is shorter in longitudinal length than each of the adjacent undulating 
bt\ id-like elements. The remaining amendments to the claim have been made solely to improve 
thi i readability of the claim and do not narrow the scope of the claim. New claims 53-58 have 
be sn added. New claims 53-57 are supported by Fig, 2 as filed. New claim 58 is supported by 
Fi| 5. 12 as filed, Applicant reserves the right to prosecute the subject matter of the .claims that 
wc re pending prior to this amendment in an application claiming priority from the instant 
ap ilication. No new matter has been added by the amendments. 

Applicant has canceled claims 1-38 without prejudice or disclaimer in order to 
fix us on claims 39-58. Applicant reserves the right to prosecute the subject matterjof claims 1- 
38 in an application claiming priority from the instant application. 

DE 197 22 384 has apublication date of December 3, 1998, subsequent to the 
N<: vember 20, 1998 filing date of the instant application and therefore is not prior art to the 

i 

ap| ilication. Moreover, US 6190405 which claims priority from DE 197 22 384 hak a 102(e) date 
of vlay 25, 1 999 and is therefore not prior art to the instant application. 

i: 

WO 99/07308 has a publication date of February 18, 1999 and is not prior art to 
the instant application. : 

US 5,836,966 is not prior art as to those claims supported by the August 3, 1 995 
fili lg date of the parent application US Application No, 08/51 1,076 from which thik application 
cla ms priority. ; 

PCT/US96/02615 is the PCT counterpart to the parent application o£the above 
apj: lication and is not prior art to any of the disclosure of the parent application US Application 
No 08/511,076. - '! 

CONCLUSION j 
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It is believed that the present application is in condition for allowance. Early 



ac: Son to that effect is earnestly solicited. 



Sii ite 2000 

61 )9 Blue Circle Drive 
M.nnetonka, MN 55343-9185 
PliDne: (952) 563-3000 
F£.;simile: (952) 563-3001 



Respectfully submitted, 



D:.te; August 1 ? 2001 
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PIi :ase replace the paragraph beginning on line 3, page 1 of the specification with the following 
pa agraph: } 

This application is a Continuation-in-Part of [a]£pplication [Serial];No. 
08 51 1,076 filed August 3, 1995, the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated b)j reference, 
gd: ich is a Continuation-jn-Part of Ap plication No. 08/396.569. filed March ] , 1 QQS 
(ai: andoned) . 
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M : rked-up claims : j 

39, (Amended) [The stent of claim 1 J A stent with a proximal end, a distal end and a 

Iqj; gitudinal a xis, the stent comprising: 

a plurality of undulating band-li ke elements having alter nating peal <s and troug hs. 
gft t h undulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, the plurality of 
— ! Elating band-like elements extending from the proximal endof the stent to the dista l g pd nf 
ihi; gteflt adjacent [the plurahty of] undulating band-like elements [including two interconnected, 
noi i-abutting undulating band-like elements] separated bv gaps which are shorter in longitudinal 
lfill rth than the undulatin g band-like elements, [located at a proximal end of the stent and at least 
twi ► interconnected, non-abutting undulating band-like elements located at a distal end of the 
steit,] . i 

the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating band-like 
ek nent, [having alternating first peaks and first troughs, the first peaks longitudinally aligned 
wi : h one another and the first troughs longitudinally aligned with one another,] a second 
unjjiulating band-like element [having alternating second peaks and second troughs,, the second 
per ks longitudinally aligned with one another and the second troughs longitudinally aligned with 
on; another] and a third undulating band-like element [having alternating third peaks and third 
troi ighs, the third peaks longitudinally aligned with one another and the third troughs 
longitudinally aligned with one another] the second undulating band-like element disposed 
be1 veen the first and third undulating band-like elements, and j 

a plurality of interconnecting elem ents extending between undulating band4ike element? 
arb. ch are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element havi n g a first end and a second end 
wh ghis offset circumferentiallv an d longitudinally along the stent from th e first enk 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements and 
sec >nd interconnecting elements, [each first interconnecting element having a first end and a 
sec :>nd end, the first end circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end, 
eac: i second interconnecting element having a first end and a second end, the first ehd 
cir; umferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end,] * 

the first interconnecting elements extending between [first] peaks on the first undulating 
bai: d-like element and [second] troughs on the second undulating band-like eiemeni the number 
ofj: eaks on the first undulating ban d-like eleme nt exceedin g the number of first interconnecting 
ele i ntents^ > 

the second interconnecting elements extending between [second] peaks on t|ie second 

un<: ulating band-like element and [third] troughs on the third undulating band-like Element, the 

c 

! 

i 
i 
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m. mber of peaks on the second undulating band-like element exceeding the number of second 
in ^connecting elements. ; 

wherein the number of [first] peaks of the first undulati n g band-like element separating 
ci:-cumferentially adjacent first interconnecting elements is less than the number of [second] 
pt: aks of the second undulating band-like element separating circumferentially adjacent second 
w erconnecting elements. j 
4(1 .(Amended) The stent of claim 39, the plurality of undulating band-like elements 

ft rther comprising a fourth band-like element having alternating [fourth] peaks and [fourth] 
tr.-ughs, • 

the plurality of interconnecting elements further comprising third interconnecting 
eli ments extending between [third] peaks on the third undulating band-like element and [fourth] 
to: <ughs on the fourth undulating band-like element, 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the;third 
in erconnecting element nearest to it by a single [third] peak of the third undulating band-like 
fill ment and a single [third] trough of the third undulating band-like element . 
4! .(Amended) The stent of claim 40 where one third interconnecting element extends 

fr : im every third [third] peak of the thinLundulating: band-like element . ? 
4i\ .(Amended) The stent of claim 40 wherein the first undulating band-likejjeiement is 

cli aracterized by a first amplitude and the second undulating band-like element is characterized 
by a second amplitude, the first amplitude greater than the second amplitude. 1 
4<: .(Amended) [The stent of claim 1 J A stent with a longitudinal axis, the stent 

co mprising: \ 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having altern ating peaks and troughs. 
e£ A undulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, the plurality of 
ui: dulating band-like elements including a proximal undulating band-like element of a single first 
Wi ivelength and single first amplitude having alternating [first] peaks and [first] troughs, an 
in ermediate undulating band-like element of a single second wavelength and single second 
ari iplitude having alternating [secondj peaks and [secondj troughs, and a distal uncjiulating band- 
lil> e element of [a single third] the first wavelength and [single third] first amplitude having 
all emating [third] peaks and [third] troughs, the intermediate undulating band-like[element 
di; iposed between the proximal and distal undulating band-like elements, and i 

a plurality of interconnecting elements extending between undulating bandfoke elements 
wl iich are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end arid a second end 
wl tich is offset circumferentially and longitud inally along the stent from the first end. 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting eleJments and 
se :ond interconnecting elements, [each first interconnecting element having a first* end and a 
se :ond end, the first end circumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end, 
ee. :h second interconnecting element having a first end and a second end, the first £nd 
cii cumferentially and longitudinally displaced from the second end,] j 

the first interconnecting elements extending between [first] peaks on the pipximal 
undulating band-like dement and [second] troughs on the intermediate undulatingjband-like 
element, " I 
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the second interconnecting elements extending between [second] peaks on jthe 
ini ennediate undulating band-like element and [third] troughs on the distal undulating band-like 
el: ment, 

wherein the first ends of the first interconnecting elements extend from evefry third [first] 
pe ik of the proximal undulating band-like element and the second ends of the second 
in I srconnecting elements extend from every third [third] trough of the distal undulating band-like 
element ■ 
47 .(Amended) The stent of claim 46 wherein the plurality of undulating band-like 

elements further comprises a second distal undulating band-like element having alternating 
[f< urth] peaks and [fourth] troughs, the second distal undulating band-like element distal to the 
di; tal undulating band-like element, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including third interconnecting elements 
ex ending between [third] peaks on the distal undulating band-like element and [fourth] troughs 
on the second distal undulating band-like element, 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the third interconnecting 
ek ment nearest to it by a single [third] peak and a single [third] trough of the distal' undulating 
band-like element. 

49 (Amended) The stent of claim 48 wherein the first [and third] amplitudejs are] is 

gr<: ater than the second amplitude, and the first [and third] wavelength[s are] i§ greater than the 
second wavelength. J 
50. (Amended) [The stent of claim 1 J A stent with a longitudinal axis, the sfent 

co mprising: 

a plurality of undu lating band-like elements having alternating peakk and troughs. 

ea: h undulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, undulating band-like 

ele ments which are adjacent one another separated bv a gap which is shorter in lonfrjfofl nal 

let i gth than each of the adjacent mid^ lfftin g hand-like elements, the plurality of undiilating band- 

lik : elements including a first undulating band-like element [having alternating first peaks and 

fir >: t troughs] and a second undulatin g band-like element [having alternating second peaks and 

sec Dnd troughs], the first and second undulating band-like elements adjacent one aiiother, and 

> 

a plurality of interconnecting elements extending between undulating band-like elements 
wh ich are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a fijst end and a second end 
wl ; :ch is offset circumferentiallv and longitudinally along the stent from the first end, the 
phi rality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements, [each first 
inti ^connecting element having a first end and a second end, the first end circumfei^entially and 
Ion gitudinally displaced from the second end,] the first interconnecting elements extending 
bei, ,veen [first] peaks on the first undulating band-like element and [second] troughi on the 
sec: and undulating band-like element, first interconnecting elements which are adjacent one 
an<: ther connected to each other via a first path along the undulating first band-like element, the 
fin; t path having a first length, and via a second path along the undulating second band-like 
ele.nent, the second path having a second length, wherein the first path length is different from 

the second path length: \ 

i 
\ 

i 
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N :w claims 53-58 have been added. 
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